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JMIR Formative Research publishes research that presents results from feasibility or pilot studies, a proof-of-concept, process
evaluation, or case study, and other kinds of formative research and preliminary results. JMIR Formative Research publishes
studies from all areas of medical and health research. This journal serves as a crucial platform for research conducted before
or during program implementation, helping to define target populations, create tailored interventions, and ensure program
acceptability and feasibility. Pilot studies also demonstrate the groundwork necessary for larger studies, such as Randomized
Controlled Trials (RCTs). Studies that evaluate interventions or programs based on surrogate metrics or proxy measures,
rather than primary endpoints such as health outcomes, are also suitable for this journal.

JMIR Formative Research fills a vital gap in the academic landscape by providing a dedicated venue for sound, peer-reviewed
formative research. This type of research is essential for investigators seeking further funding, yet it is often overlooked by
outcomes-focused medical journals. The journal recognizes that thorough formative evaluation significantly improves the
chances of subsequent summative evaluations being published in high-impact journals,
making JMIR Formative Research a strategic first step in support of a longer life cycle
that later includes more comprehensive and large-scale research endeavors. Generally,
literature reviews are not in scope for JMIR Formative Research because rigorous reviews
typically involve an applied methodology that would not be considered formative work.
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